God's Called, Chosen, & Elect

by George Kirkpatrick

"It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consdpbecause His compassions fail not. They
are new every morning: great is thy faithfulnessmentation 3:22-23

God's Word is eternal. The Lord's mercy and compasasill never fail us. It is fresh and new
every morning in our life. God does not hold theeenbrances of our failures over us from
day to day. When we repent, they are forgotten. Wed forgives, He forgets. As humans,
we forgive verbally, but the hurt and unforgivenssk remains in our hearts. This is not so
with our God. The beloved John wrote:

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and justdmgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." | John 1:9

God forgives our sins, and does not retain the lut God is faithful so we can overcome all
our shortcomings in the flesh. Those who overcorag 8hortcomings will stand before God
clean, whole, and righteous. God has given margtgred wonderful promises to His
overcoming people. The prophet Isaiah proclaimed:

"The sons also of them that afflicted thee shathedending unto thee; and all they that
despised thee shall bow themselves down at the abthy feet; and they shall call thee, The
city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Idraksaiah 60:14

God has promised that those who have afflictechdsspoken evil against us will come

bowing before us, calling us the city of the Lditk Zion, the Holy One of Israel. God's people
will be called "The City of the Lord". There is ondye city God has chosen to put His name.
The writer of Chronicles declares that name:

"Since the day that | brought forth My people oluthe land of Egypt | chose no city among all
the tribes of Israel to build an house in, that Myme might be there; neither chose | any man
to be a ruler over My people Israel:

But | have chosen Jerusalem, that My name mightdre;tand have chosen David to be over
My people Israel." Il Chronicles 6:5-6

God has chosen one city where He will place Hiseyaand that is Jerusalem. God has placed
His people which are called by His name in JerusalWhat does the name Jerusalem mean?
The wordJerusalem is the Hebrew word YERUWSHALAIM and meatteaching of double
peace".Jerusalem has always been considered the capited aation Israel.

Jerusalem is considered the center of worship eranth. Many call it the true place of
worship. Since Jerusalem means the teaching oflelpalace, those who attain to God's true
place of worship will receive double peace. Paokspof this in his letter to the church at
Philippi:

"And the peace of God which passeth all understandhall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:7



The peace which passeth all understanding can enbptained by becoming the city of peace.

In the Old Testament God gave us many types, shadmdssimilitudes of what He would
bring upon the earth. The writer of Chronicles, &p&aof King Manasseh, proclaimed:

"Also he built altars in the house of the Lord, vdud the Lord had said, In Jerusalem shall My
name be forever." Il Chronicles 33:4

As this Scripture reveals, Jerusalem will be thatadion of God forever.

The namdsrad is the Hebrew word YISRAEL and medtzod prevails".When we become
inhabitants of Spiritual Jerusalem and Spiritueddswe come into the place where God
prevails and teaches us of double peace.

Jerusalem is in the land of Judah. The ndouah is the Hebrew word YEHUWDAH and
means'praised”.

If we are to be called Jerusalem, then our praisst g up before our God continually, or we
must dwell in the land of praise. What a blessaapfgeto live in the land of praise and become
Spiritual Israel where God is allowed to prevaibur life. Then we will dwell in Jerusalem

and be taught God's double peace.

The distinguishing feature of Jerusalem is that iwithe city there are two mountains: Mount
Moriah and Mount Zion. These two mountains playeérg important role in the history of
Jerusalem.

Mount Moriah

The nameMoriah is the Hebrew word MOWRIJAH and medehosen by JehovahThe
nameZion is the Hebrew word TSIYOWN and medissinny heights'These two mountains
reveal two places we can attain to in Jerusalem.

The Bible teaches Mount Moriah was where Abrahamtoadfer Isaac as a sacrifice to God.
It is recorded:

"And He (God) said, Take now thy son, thine ontylsaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee
into the land of Moriah; and offer him there fobarnt offering upon one of the mountains
which | will tell thee of." Genesis 22:2

Mount Moriah was also where Ornan's threshing flsas located. David bought Mount
Moriah to stay the plague God sent upon Israelumx®avid wrongfully numbered the people
of Israel.

"Then David said to Ornan, Grant me the place «f threshingfloor, that | may build an altar
therein unto the Lord: thou shalt grant it me fhetfull price: that the plague may be stayed
from the people." | Chronicles 21:22

Mount Moriah was also where Solomon built his tesnpl
"Then Solomon began to build the house of the Bodrusalem in Mount Moriah, where the

Lord appeared unto David his father, in the plaeattDavid had prepared in the
threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite." Il Chronglg:1



Mount Moriah is therefore called the temple molwhbunt Moriah has become a sacred place
in Jerusalem.

Today the Moslem mosque called "The Dome of the Rsit& on Mount Moriah and has
become a Moslem holy place.

Mount Zion

When Israel came into their promise land, Jerusal@sto be part of Benjamin's inheritance.
But Benjamin could not conquer Jerusalem becautieeaftrength of the Jebusites. Jerusalem
was originally called Jebus. Jerusalem becameagiipld that divided Israel. It remained a
dividing force in Israel until David became kinghéh David was anointed king, he headed up
Israel's army.

"And the king and his men went to Jerusalem urgalébusites, the inhabitants of the land:
which spake unto David, saying, Except thou takeyatha blind and the lame, thou shalt not
come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in bithll Samuel 5:6

The Jebusites were so sure no army could capturet@@ynstated the lame and the blind could
defend the city. But David sent his army throughwhater tunnel and captured Zion and called
it the city of David, Il Samuel 5:7

Mount Zion is the highest point in Jerusalem. Dawdt his temple on Mount Zion and ruled
over Israel from Zion for thirty-three years. Mamyrhs are ascribed to Zion. It is called the
city of David, Jerusalem, Salem, the city of GoddG holy mountain, the sanctuary, and
Israel. The word Zion is used 152 times in the Oldgtdiment. The word Zion is the word Sion
in the New Testament. The word Sion has the samaingeand refers to the same place as
Isaiah proclaimed. God's people will be calledditye of the Lord, the Zion, the Holy One of
Israel.

As we view Jerusalem there are three areas wewalhid:

1. We can dwell in Jerusalem, God's true placearship, as God's called
2. We can dwell on Mount Moriah as God's chosen
3. We can dwell on Mount Zion as God's elect

These three areas are also referred to as the, sikty, and hundred fold realm of God. These
three positions are laid out in the tabernaclda<uter Court, the Holy Place, and the Most
Holy Place. As we explore these three areas ing3&/drd we can discover where we are in
our walk with God. Paul disclosed these three a®#%e church at Rome:

"Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He aldledaand whom He called, them He also
justified: and whom He justified, them He also gied.”" Romans 8:30

The Called

Those the Lord predestined, He called. The veatted means'to invite to bear a name or

title". When God calls us, He invites us to bear His nantgle of the "Christ-ones" or the "in-
Christed ones" (Christians). Those whom God chlésjustifies. Unless we are justified in the
sight of God we cannot be chosen. Those God jestifile glorifies. Unless we ascend to the



highest place in God, we cannot become His elastgldrified ones. The beloved John
recorded Jesus' words:

"No man can come to Me, except the Father which sant Me draw him: and | will raise him
up at the last day." John 6:44

No one can come to God except the Father draw i@ worddraw means'to drag by an
inward power".Unless we are compelled by the Holy Spirit, we carmome to Jesus. So
many today mistakingly believe they can (as thdyigaccept Christ. This idea is not in the
Bible. We can only come to the Father when we arepelled by the Holy Spirit. This is
God's calling in our life. This is when God invites to bear His name. How many times God
will call us is unknown, but their comes a time whvwee can reject His call for the last time.

Jesus promised those who answer His call, "l wie him up at the last day". The last day is
His seventh day, the millennial reign of Christ. Wnardraise means'cause to stand in the
presence of God to rule and reign with Him for éimeusand yearsQur calling in God is not
something that just happens. As Paul wrote inédtteill to the Romans, ". . . the called of God
are predestined". Paul explained this again irs&é®nd letter to Timothy:

"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holyiraglinot according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which wiasrgus in Christ Jesus before the world
began," Il Timothy 1:9

We were not called because of our work or our gesdnWe were called according to His own
purpose and grace. Many believe they are worthiyaaf's calling because of who they are,
what they have accomplished, or because of theitadthn or standing in the community. We
were called because God had a purpose for ouahig this calling was in Christ Jesus before
the world began. Paul declared to the church ab&htconcerning the beginning of the early
church:

"And when the Gentiles heard this, they were giad, glorified the word of the Lord: and as
many as were ordained to eternal life believed.'sA&:48

When God's Word was preached in Jerusalem (the plaicue worship), only those who were
ordained to eternal life, believed. The waordlained means'to appoint or to assign'Those
who were appointed or assigned to eternal lifeebelil. Peter proclaimed this same truth to
Cornelius and his household. Speaking of Jesug'rextion, Peter declared:

"Him God raised up the third day, and shewed hireniy Not to all the people, but unto
witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, wheatliahd drink with Him after He rose from
the dead." Acts 10:40-41

After Jesus' resurrection, He appeared to manylpelpt to all the people, but as Peter stated,
only to those witnesses who were chosen beforeodf God has a purpose for those He calls.
Paul wrote to the church at Rome:

"To all that be in Rome, beloved, of God, callebbécsaints: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." Romans 1.7

Those who are called in God are called to be salhisy are not called to be pew warmers or
simply robots to follow the precepts and doctrinemen. Those whom God calls, He calls to



be saints. The worshint means'to be holy; holy in mind, holy in spiritMany try to display
their holiness outwardly. This was the fault Jesumél with the Pharisees.

"And when the Pharisee saw it, he marveled thah&tenot first washed before dinner. And
the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees malkandige outside of the cup and the platter;
but your inward part is full of ravening and wickesss." Luke 11:38-39

The Pharisees made sure they looked good on thideatsd before men with their long robes
and their phylacteries (leather boxes that helip&oes they hung between their eyes to show
their holiness). But their inward parts were fdlkavening (plundering and robbing). They
were full of wickedness (depravity, malice, and eurposes). Today those who wear their
collar backwards and have on their religious umiféo look good outwardly need to clean the
inside of their cup and platter. They need to cliah which is not seen by man, but is seen by
God. The called of God are to be holy and rightenuke sight of God. Paul spoke more about
our calling to the church at Ephesus:

"The eyes of your understanding being enlightetieat; ye may know what is the hope of His
calling, and what the riches of the glory of Higé@mitance in the saints,” Ephesians 1:18

Those who dwell in Jerusalem need their eyes eeligat to know the hope of their calling in
God. Until we understand the hope of our calling,a&nnot begin to receive the riches of
God's glory and the inheritance He has promisedséiists. We need to ask, "What is the hope
of our calling in God?" Paul gives the answer ie ttuestion in his letter to the Colossians:

"To whom God would make known what is the richeéseoglory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glb@olossians 1:27

Our hope of glory is when we have given complet @vsolute control of our lives to the
indwelling Christ. In Paul's letter to the Thessaos, He declared:

"That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath cafed unto His Kingdom and glory." |
Thessalonians 2:12

God's called are to walk worthy of His callinghity expect to walk into His Kingdom and
glory. If we are to walk into God's Kingdom we musalize He has one body of people and
one nation. This body is called the body of Chasig His nation is Israel, those who have
allowed God to prevail in their lives. These are piinces of God, the sons of the King, who
will rule and reign with Him in His Kingdom age. A%aul declared to the Ephesians:

"There is one body, and one Spirit, even as yealted in one hope of your calling;"
Ephesians 4:4

God only has one body, and if we are not part sfdtie body we are not part of anything.
There is one Spirit, and His one Spirit is Chrittvé have not partaken of His one Spirit, then
we are as the Romans whom Paul wrote to:

"But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spiritsaf be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is nonidis.” Romans &

If we are still dwelling in the flesh and do notwiahe indwelling Spirit working in, and
controlling our life, then we are none of His. Exbaugh we may be dwelling in Jerusalem,



the true place of worship, if we do not go up higlre can never attain to all God has planned
for His people. Paul declared to the church atri@bri

"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor eeatu, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for theam libve Him." | Corinthians 2:9

No eye has seen what God has planned for His peuplear has heard what God has planned
for His people, nor can our finite minds imagineatv@od has planned for those who love
Him. What we need to realize is, just because wealled of God and dwell in Jerusalem, it
does not mean we have arrived. There is a goingraha coming up higher.

The Chosen
By Jesus' words we know:
"For many are called, but few are chosen." Mattt&2u14

We may be called, but will we be chosen? As we laneady learned, the word called meant
"to be invited to bear a name or title". The wohtbsen means'picked out, ordained,

appointed, and chosen for one's seBad has called the multitudes, but from the mudts

only a few will become His chosen. The wdedl means'a small number"Those who

become God's chosen must go up to Mount Moriatwdg&now Mount Moriah was the sight

of Ornan's threshing floor. The farmers in anctenes had two main instruments of

agriculture: the threshing floor and the wine pr@ssse who are chosen must go through their
threshing floor experience. The threshing floovkgere the grain is threshed and prepared to be
taken into the granary.

When it came time to harvest the grain, the gras first cut with sickles. This is a type of our
being severed from the earth and our earthly exigteThe cut grain was then bundled in
bundles. This is a type of our coming together orie body. Then the bundles were taken to
the threshing floor where the grain was threshdddsen the kernels from the chaff which
would not be taken into the granary. This is a typ&od removing everything in our life that

is not acceptable to Him. The threshing processypaof God's chastisement to bring needed
corrections in our life. If we are to be God's admmdHe must loose us from everything we have
brought from our earthly existence.

The threshing process was accomplished in one @& tlvays: by using flails, by the feet of
oxen, or by a threshing tool. A flail was a cluledgo beat out the grain. But generally the
sheaves of grain were placed on the threshing #adrteams of oxen were driven over the
wheat. Their hooves would trample out the grairherdxen were used to drag a threshing tool
over the grain to free the wheat from the husk.

Once the threshing process is finished, then tam gnust be winnowed. This is accomplished
by throwing the threshed grain against the wincetoove all the chaff. The wind is the Holy
Spirit anointing. This winnowing process is Goda&wof refining that which will be taken into
His presence. John the Baptist declared:

"l indeed baptize you with water unto repentanad: e that cometh after me is mightier than
I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: He shatitiza you with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire: Whose fan is in His hand, and He will throlgpurge His floor, and gather His wheat
into the garner; but He will burn up the chaff withquenchable fire." Matthew 3:11-12



God's Holy Spirit baptism in our life is the winnmg process. His winnowing fan will purge
His threshing floor completely. Everything that isaff in our life will be winnowed away, and
burned. As we know the Holy Spirit came on the DaPentecost as cloven tongues of fire to
accomplish this purpose. Speaking of Israel, tloplpet Isaiah declared:

"Behold, | have refined thee, but not with silvenave chosen thee in the furnace of
affliction." Isaiah 48:10

God purified Israel in the iron furnace before toaild take them into their promise land,
Jeremiah 11:4. The same is true today. God useaddahrsing fire of the Holy Spirit to cleanse
His chosen before He can take them into their pgertand, the Kingdom of God. Our
threshing floor experience must be complete bef@ean progress further in God.

As we know, Solomon built God's temple on Ornam'eghing floor. Today God is also
constructing His temple on His threshing floor. Stemple will be God's habitation for all
eternity. Those who are called and are dwellindgrusalem but refuse to go up to Mount
Moriah and endure their threshing floor experiewdebe taken to God's winepress.

The winepress is for the olive berries and the fstithe vine. The olive berries and the grapes
are taken and trampled or pressed until they releasrything they contain, until nothing is
visible of their former existence. This is wheredGleals with man's pride, stubbornness,
disobedience, and self exultation. Jesus explaimegrocess to John on the Isle of Patmos:

"And another angel came out of the temple, cryiitg & loud voice to Him that sat on the
cloud, Thrust in Thy sickle, and reap: for the timeome for Thee to reap; for the harvest of
the earth is ripe." Revelation 14:15

Jesus was showing John the harvest time at thefahd age:

"And another angel came out from the altar, whiel lpower over fire; and cried with a loud
cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thmghy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters
of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fuipe." Revelation 14:18

The angel of the Lord thrust in His sickle and gegldehe fruit of the earth who were fully
ripe, or had come into maturity. The full ripe truias taken into God's presence, then . . .

". .. the angel thrust in his sickle into the éadnd gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it
into the great winepress of the wrath of God." Ratuah 14:19

The vine of the earth are those who have not pratlifraé in their lives. They are barren. The
fruit we are to produce in our lives is the fruittlee Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, etc.
Those who produce no fruit and refuse to go totiheshing floor will be cast into the great
winepress of the wrath of God:

"And the winepress was trodden without the cityl blood came out of the winepress, even
unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thouseadsix hundred furlongs." Revelation 14:20

The blood of those who were called and did nothirt their calling came to the horses'
bridle. They stayed in Jerusalem and never wenhajher in God. These became part of the
multitude spoken of by the prophet Joel:



"Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decisidor. the day of the Lord is near in the valley of
decision." Joel 3:14

The multitude must make up their mind to remainarudalem as part of the multitude or
become part of the few who decide to go up to Mddimtiah. God has made many great and
wonderful promises to those who become His choBea.apostle Peter speaks of those who
are chosen:

"But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesth@dholy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of Him who hath dajleu out of darkness into His marvelous
light:" | Peter 2:9

God has a chosen generation of overcomers wholbiere purified and made whole on Mount
Moriah. These are those who have allowed God tstooct His temple in them. These are His
royal priesthood, His holy nation, His Spiritualdsl. These are His peculiar people. The
word peculiar means'His purchased possessioihese are God's chosen, ordained, and
preserved people who will show forth their praiséouHim.

Once we come to the knowledge that we have beeseaho God to be picked out, ordained,
appointed, and chosen to be His very own, we needritinue to seek God with our whole
heart to become everything He has called us tddsis gave us insight as to what He expects
of His chosen:

"Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen yowralathed you, that ye should go and bring
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: thevhatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My
name, He may give it you." John 15:16

We were chosen and ordained by God to bring fowehfriuit of the Spirit in our lives. And our
fruit should remain to bring glory and honor to #etther, not to lift up self in the sight of men.
As God's chosen He has made us many promises.f®te promises is . . .

". .. whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father inrfMyne, He may give it you." John 15:16b

Many believe this is a "carte blanc" promise. Batraall God's promises we must meet His
conditions to receive His promises. In order tdlds we must consider the whole counsel of
God. The beloved John gave us one of these conslitio

"If ye shall ask any thing in My name, | will dd'idohn 14:14

We must ask in His name. In order to ask in His@arm must have the authority to use His
name. To receive this authority we must come irptaae of trust where God gives us the
ability to use His name. In ancient times whenraylar ruler trusted someone, he gave them
his seal. Anything sealed with the king's seal a&# the king had sealed it himself. Whoever
had the kings seal acted with the same authoritiieaking. Paul spoke of this to the church at
Corinth:

"Who hath also sealed us, and given the earndsied$pirit in our hearts." Il Corinthians 1:22

When God seals us with the Holy Spirit, then wedbee His Christ. We then not only have the
authority to use His name, but we also have thesp@annected with His name. Paul revealed
this promise to the church at Ephesus:



"In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard tloednof truth, the gospel of your salvation: in
whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealddthat Holy Spirit of promise,” Ephesians
1:13

When we are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promigeobtain the seal of God in our forehead.
This means we have been sealed in our hearts (odisinWWhen we are sealed we should only
act in the Father's will, and for His good. No lengre our actions for our good, but they are
for the Father's good. When we act in the Fatlgeidsl we have the authority to act in His
name. As we come into the place where we can usedtne we know when we speak God
will hear us. The beloved John gives us this ass@# we ask anything according to God's
will.

"And this is the confidence that we have in Hiraf,t we ask any thing according to His will,
He heareth us:" | John 5:14

When we ask something in the Father's name, we atgassk it in His WILL. God is not
going to give us anything that is not good forarg] not in His will. In fact, the indication we
have in John's writing is, that if we do not askading to God's will, then God will not hear
us. If He does not hear us, our prayers are notenasl.

Paul explained to the church at Thessalonica howreehosen of God:

"But we are bound to give thanks alway to God far,\orethren beloved of the Lord, because
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvatoough sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth. Il Thessalonians 2:13

We were chosen from the beginning. As Paul revealddmothy, we were chosen in Christ
Jesus before the world began. Paul explains we ey@gen to salvation through sanctification.

To justify their place in God, most today will prach, "I am saved." The woshved is the
Greek word SOZO and mealte rescue from danger, to make whole, and to h&dde
word salvation is the Greek word SOTERIA and medtsdeliver, to preserve the soul to
safety” God's salvation is a continuing process we anterafter we have been saved.

As Paul stated we have been chosen to salvationghrsanctification from the beginning. The
word sanctification means'to be consecrated, purified, separated from thafaome things of

the world and be dedicated to the things of Gédl'who enter into the presence of God must
not only be chosen by God, they must enter ints#teation process and be consecrated,
purified, and separated from the profane thinghefworld. The apostle James gives us insight
into those whom God has chosen from the beginniigne:

"Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chakerpoor of this world rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to tkigahlove Him?" James 2:5

God has chosen the poor of this world to be rictaittn and to be heirs of His Kingdom. The
word poor is the Greek word PTOCHOS. It was translated 33giasepoor. It was also
translatedbeggar, beggarly, and poor malh mean&destitute of wealth, influence, position,
and honor" Yet many churches still teach the message operayg, having us believe we are
to desire and demand all the worldly things fromdGiesus warned:



"No man can serve two masters: for either he vatelithe one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Yenoaeerve God and mammon." Matthew 6:24

We cannot serve God and mammon. The vmadhmon means'treasure and riches'When

we look to wealth as our security in this life, heve made money our god, and we begin to
serve our monetary gods. As Jesus warned, we caana Him and wealth. James warned all
who live in our day:

"Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for yourenés that shall come upon you. Your
riches are corrupted, and your garments are mothea¥our gold and silver is cankered; and
the rust of them shall be a witness against yod,shrall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have
heaped treasure together for the last days." Japies3

What will happen to those who lay up wealth in thiest days? James tell us their riches will
be a witness against them. Their wealth will eair tihesh as it were fire. By the Spirit, James
revealed those who have laid up treasures will veeepbhow! for the miseries that will come
upon them. James continues:

"Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and beamown; ye have nourished your hearts, as in
a day of slaughter." James 5:5

Those who live in pleasure have been wanton. Theg haurished their hearts as in a day of
slaughter. What James was speaking of is the taKitige spoils of war, benefitting from
someone else's misfortune, having no pity or cosipasonly desiring to add to their own
wealth by any means. This God will judge. John thleved put everything in its proper
perspective:

"Beloved, | wish above all things that thou mayeesper and be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth.” Il John 1:2

God has chosen the poor of this world rich in falthese are those whose souls are prospering
in the things of God and not in their bank accouAtsPaul wrote to Timothy:

"For the love of money is the root of all evil: whiwhile some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through migmy sorrows." | Timothy 6:10

Paul declaredt is the love of money that is the root of alil&Wloney in itself is not evil.

But those who love it and covet after it have efred the faith. God has not chosen those
who are more interested in self and the thingsisflife then they are in the things of God.
These truly have pierced themselves through withynrsarrows, and do not even realize what
is wrong with their life. As James stated, theskweep and howl when they realize their
wealth has done them no good. In fact it has catismdfall from the faith.

God's chosen are those who have willingly gonéeahireshing floor and have suffered God's
winnowing process to remove all the chaff in thiéerwhich is keeping them from the
presence of God. God's chosen need to realize here2 more mountain to climb. This is
Mount Zion, and only God's elect will ascend to $bheny heights in God.

The Elect

The apostle Peter proclaimed:



"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligencartake your calling and election sure: for if ye
do these things, ye shall never fall:" 1l Peter 1:10

Peter admonishes us to give diligence to make aliing and election sure. The word election
is basically the same word as chosen, and in masgscis used interchangeably. What we
must consider is how the word elect is appliedPAter related, we must make our election
sure. The wordure means'steadfast, firm, and stableWWe must give all diligence to assure
our election in God.

There are many today who are as Esau who gave natampe to their birthright in God. The
apostle Peter was given the keys to the Kingdomrmwiieerecognized Jesus as the Son of the
living God. Peter's revelation to God's peopldiesKingdom message. Peter gives us insight
into God's elect when He proclaims:

"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God théheg through sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of J&3msst: Grace unto you, and peace, be
multiplied." | Peter 1:2

We are God's elect by the foreknowledge of Godsehdefore the foundation of the earth. It
is through the sanctification of our Spirit, thae wome into the obedience of Christ. As Peter
related, it is through the sprinkling of the bloafdlesus.

To understand this we must understand the sprinkiirige blood. In ancient times when Israel
made their sacrifices, the blood was caught inssnb@here were two applications of this
blood: first, the priest dipped his fingers in tfleod and sprinkled it before the tabernacle,
after this the blood was poured at the foot ofdherifice. The pouring of the blood at the foot
of the sacrifice was to show the death of our §aeriWhen the Roman soldiers thrust the
spear in Jesus' side, His blood was poured obedbbt of the cross. This was the physical
application of the blood, and all who apply thiedd to their lives are forgiven their sins and
are made clean through the shed blood of JesustChri

When the priest sprinkled the blood before thenadse, this was the Spiritual application of
the blood of the sacrifice. We, too, must applyliteod of our sacrifice Spiritually. In his
letter to the Hebrews, Paul declared:

"Let us draw near with a true heart in full assucarof faith, having our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pater." Hebrews 10:22

We must draw near to God with a true heart. The ward means'corresponding to the name
in every respect'When we take the name of Christ, then our livestmarrespond in every
respect to the name we have taken. Our hearts gjnmndst be sprinkled, applying the blood
Spiritually to our innermost being. Also our bodmast be cleansed by the water of the Word.

The things that defile the body must be done awdly ifvive are to ascend to Mount Zion, the
sunny heights in God. As Peter related, "Grace votp and peace be multiplied, | Peter 1:2.
When we, as God's elect, have our conscience $gdimkd our bodies cleansed, then we can
come into a place where God will make our callind alection sure. Throughout the Bible
God refers to His elect as His Holy City. The Psatmirites:

"For the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desirefbitHis habitation." Psalm 132:13



From the beginning, God has chosen Zion as Hisatbabitation. As David ruled from Mt.
Zion, so will our God rule from His Zion during the@thousand year millennial reign. He
will rule from His temple. His temple is His holggple. Paul disclosed this secret to the
church at Corinth:

"And what agreement hath the temple of God witks®RI&or ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them, andkva them; and | will be their God, and
they shall be My people." Il Corinthians 6:16

God's people are His temple. If we allow Him, Hdl davell in us, and walk in us. His walk

will be our walk. But if we set up the idols of shivorld in our heart, God cannot rule from our
temple any more. The prophet Isaiah gives us furtisgght into God's eternal plan for His
elect:

"And | have put My words in thy mouth, and | haweeted thee in the shadow of Mine hand,
that | may plant the heavens, and lay the foundatif the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art
My people." Isaiah 51:16

Zion is God's people. He has put His words in theuth, and He has covered His people with
the shadow of His hand. Jesus revealed this sanfethrough the pen of John:

"And | give unto them eternal life; and they shadler perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of My hand. My Father, which gave themi®greater than all; and no man is able
to pluck them out of My Father's hand." John 10:28-2

We are in the hand of our Father, and as long azmain in the Father's hand, nothing that
comes against us can prosper. As Isaiah declarediiat | may plant the heavens." Isaiah
51:16. The worghlant means'to establish’ Heaven is the Spiritual realm of God. God wants
to establish His Spiritual realm in us. As Pauleaed to the Ephesians:

"And hath raised us up together, and made us sitheg@n heavenly places in Christ Jesus:"
Ephesians 2:6

Most of the church has been taught they have ttodatain heaven. Those who ascend to the
sunny heights of God are already seated in heaydabes in Christ Jesus. What most fail to
realize is that heaven is not a physical placéerat is the whole Spiritual realm of God.
Those who are called must go through their threstoy experience and ascend Mt. Zion to
attain to God's heavenly realm.

Isaiah also declaredl, . . He would lay a foundation on the eartiVe only have one
foundation, and that foundation is the Word of Gedul related this foundation to the church
at Ephesus:

"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreignbut fellowcitizens with the saints, and
of the household of God; And are built upon thenflation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone;" Ephasia:19-20

The apostles are the New Testament. The prophetlea@d Testament. These make up our
Bible. If this foundation is not laid in our earémd if Jesus Christ is not the chief cornerstone
in our lives, then we are not fellowcitizens wittetsaints of God. The saints of God make up



the household of God which is the body of Christede are the Zion of God. Paul admonished
the Colossians:

"Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy anld\e, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;" Gialos 3:12

Kindness, humbleness, meekness, and longsufferengllaruit of the Spirit. If we are the elect
of God we must display the fruit of the Spirit dmal/e bowels of mercy. As Paul related in his
first letter to the church at Corinth:

"And as we have borne the image of the earthy hak also bear the image of the heavenly." |
Corinthians 15:49

We have born the image of the earthy. This wa@lrcarnal, selfish nature. This must be
overcome on God's threshing floor if we are to adde the sunny heights in God, and bear the
image of the heavenly man. Paul referred to thedrdg man as the new man:

"And that ye put on the new man, which after Gamtesited in righteousness and true
holiness." Ephesians 4:24

Our new man, the heavenly man, is created in riaylsieess, and true holiness. This is God's
Spiritual creation who will rule and reign from Hisly temple. These are those who dwell on
Mt. Zion. Paul related this place in his letterie Hebrews:

"But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto thedfithe living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to an innumerable company of angels," Hebrea21

Those who ascend to Mount Zion the sunny heightsorh @l make up His holy city New
Jerusalem, the city of the living God. The Psalmiavid revealed who will dwell in this holy
city:

"Lord, who shall abide in Thy tabernacle? Who shakllin Thy holy hill? He that walketh
uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketiruth in his heart.

He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doetihte his neighbour, nor taketh up a
reproach against his neighbour. In whose eyeseapairson is contemned; but he honoureth
them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to his bwmirt, and changeth not. He that putteth
not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward agfaiine innocent. He that doeth these things
shall never be moved.” Psalm 15:1-5

God has laid out His plan. He has given us Hisctima. He has given us His promise. All we
need to do is to walk in them. The prophet Isaialeats God's promise to His elect:

"They shall not build, and another inhabit; theyamot plant, and another eat: for as the
days of a tree are the days of My people, and Mieet shall long enjoy the work of their
hands." Isaiah 65:22

Yes, God has His called, and from His called, feililve chosen, and even fewer will become
His very elect who go all the way with their Godh€elonly thing that hinders our entering into
this realm is the old carnal nature. If we refusdeal with this hindrance on the threshing



floor of Ornan, we will never ascend to God's prerfior His overcoming generation, nor will
we enter into God's promise He gave them from #dggriming. As the Psalmist wrote:

"For the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desirefbitHis habitation." Psalm 132:13



